BISMARCK

The King invited me to accompany him into the park.
During the walk he gave me.a programme to read, which
filled eight pages of his close writing, embraced all even-
tualities of the politics of the time, and went into such
details as the reform of the district sub-Diets. I cannot
say whether this elaboration had already served as the
basis of discussion with my predecessors, or whether it
was to serve as a security against a policy of conservative
thoroughness such as I was credited with. At the time
when he was meditating my appointment, some fear of
this nature had doubtless been aroused in him by his wife,
of whose political understanding he had originally a very
high opinion, dating from the time when his Majesty was
only permitted a Crown Prince's privilege of criticising
his brother; without the obligation to do better himself.
In criticism the Princess was her husband's superior. The
first doubts as to her intellectual superiority were wakened
in him when he was compelled, instead of criticising, to
act himself, and to bear the ofificial responsibility for im-
provements. As soon as the tasks of the two royal per-
sons became practical, the King's sound common sense
had begun gradually to emancipate itself more and more
from her ready feminine volubility.

I succeeded in convincing him that, so far as he was
concerned, it was not a question of Liberal or Conserva-
tive of this or that shade, but rather of monarchical rule
or parliamentary government, and that the latter must be
avoided at all costs, if even by a period of dictatorship. I
said: ' In this situation I shall, even if your Majesty com-
mand me to do things which I do not consider right, tell
you my opinion quite openly; but if you finally persist in

yours, I will rather perish with the King than forsake
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